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York Road Nursery School: Special 
Educational Needs and Disability 
(SEND) Policy 

1. Introduction and Purpose 

This policy outlines York Road Nursery School's approach to identifying, assessing, 
and providing for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  It 
is designed to ensure that all children, regardless of their individual needs, have 
access to a broad and balanced curriculum, high-quality teaching, and the support 
they need to reach their full potential.  This policy is underpinned by the principles of 
inclusion, equality, and the best interests of the child. This policy runs in collaboration 
with  the Health and Safety Policy, SEN Information Report, Supporting pupils with 
medical conditions policy, Behaviour Policy, Admissions Policy and the School 
development plan. 

2. Legislative Framework 

This policy is compliant with the following legislation and guidance: 

• Children and Families Act 2014 
• Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 
• Equality Act 2010 
• SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015) 
• EEF - Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools 
• Behaviour in Schools Guidance (September 2022) 

3. Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 

A child has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them. A child has a learning difficulty or disability 
if they: 

• Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of 
the same age; or 

• Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of 
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age. 

Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to 
or different from that made generally for others of the same age. 

In the Early years, a child under compulsory school age has special educational needs 
if he or she is likely to fall within the definition above when they reach compulsory 
school age, or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.  

"Special educational provision" for this purpose if the educational provision that is 
additional to or different from that made generally for other children of the same age 



by mainstream schools, maintained nursery schools or by relevant early years 
providers.  

4. Aims and Objectives 

This policy aims to: 

• Identify children with SEND as early as possible. 
• Provide a graduated response to meeting children's needs, following the 

"assess, plan, do, review" cycle. 
• Ensure that children with SEND are fully included in all aspects of school life. 
• Work in partnership with parents/carers, children, and relevant external 

agencies in developing Individual Support Plans, Individual Education plans 
and other necessary plans such as an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) 

• Provide appropriate training and support for all staff to meet the needs of 
children with SEND. 

• Regularly monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of our SEND provision, policy 
and practice. 

• Adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special 
educational needs. 

• Provide additional support for learning that is available to pupils with special 
educational needs at the school. 

• Provide a school environment where children feel safe and valued 
• Provide a contact for a named Special Needs Coordinator and SEND Governor 
• In line with the Equality Act (2010), aim to make reasonable adjustments to 

provision to promote inclusive practice and remove barriers to learning  
• Publish on the school's website information about the school's policy for pupils 

with SEND and Hertfordshire's "SEND Local Offer" 

5. Roles and Responsibilities 

• Governing Body:  
o Ensuring that the school has a clear policy for SEND. 
o Monitoring the effectiveness of SEND provision. 
o Ensuring that the school complies with its statutory duties. 

• Head Teacher:  
o Overall responsibility for the implementation of the SEND policy. 
o Ensuring that the school meets its statutory duties. 
o Supporting the SENDCo in their role. 

• SENDCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator):  
o Coordinating SEND provision across the school. 
o Liaising with parents/carers, staff, and external agencies. 
o Maintaining the school's SEND register. 
o Monitoring the progress of children with SEND. 
o Providing training and support for staff. 

• Class Teachers/Key Persons:  
o Identifying children who may have SEND. 
o Differentiating teaching to meet the needs of all children. 
o Working with the SENDCo to develop and implement individual support 

plans. 



o Communicating with parents/carers about their child's progress. 
• Parents/Carers:  

o Sharing information about their child's needs with the school. 
o Working in partnership with the school to support their child's learning. 
o Attending meetings and reviews. 

• Children:  
o Participating in discussions about their learning and support where 

appropriate 
o Sharing their views and opinions 
o Working towards their individual goals with the support of the adults 

around them 

Our named SENDCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator) and 
Senior Teacher is Ms Melissa Jeeves. Her contact details are 
melissa.jeeves@yorkroad.herts.sch.uk.  Phone: 01462 459127 

Mrs Elizabeth Leer is the named governors with particular interest and responsibility 
for SEND and Inclusion. 

6. Identification and Assessment 

• Early Identification:  
o York Road Nursery School uses a range of strategies to identify children 

who may have SEND, including:  
▪ Observations by teachers and key persons. 
▪ Discussions with parents/carers. 
▪ Analysis of children's progress and attainment data. 
▪ Liaison with previous settings. 

• Assessment:  
o If a child is identified as having potential SEND, the school will carry out 

further assessments to determine their specific needs. These 
assessments may include:  

▪ Observations 
▪ Standardised assessments 
▪ Discussions with parents/carers and the child 
▪ Consultation with external agencies (e.g., speech and language 

therapists, educational psychologists). 
• Graduated Approach:  

o York Road Nursery School follows a graduated approach to meeting 
children's needs, as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice. This 
involves:  

▪ Assess: Identifying the child's needs through observation, 
assessment, and discussion. 

▪ Plan: Developing an individual education plan (IEP) and/or an 
individual support plan (ISP) in collaboration with parents/carers 
and the child. 

▪ Do: Implementing IEP or ISP, providing appropriate support and 
interventions. 

▪ Review: Regularly reviewing the IEP/ISP and the child's 
progress, making adjustments as needed. 



▪ If an ISP or IEP is identified as being needed, parents are 
informed at all stages of the processes and encouraged to share 
their knowledge of their child's needs and targets and help 
develop a bespoke learning plan. 

7. Provision and Support 

• Quality First Teaching:  
o All children at York Road Nursery School benefit from high-quality 

teaching that is differentiated to meet their individual needs. This 
includes:  

▪ Adapting teaching styles and resources 
▪ Using spaces within the school that meet children’s needs e.g. 

quiet/distraction free areas, sensory room, garden room 
▪ Providing scaffolding and support 
▪ Setting appropriate learning challenges 
▪ Using a variety of teaching strategies and interventions 

• Enrichment Plans. Individual Support Plans (ISPs) and Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs):  

o Some children will have an Enrichment Plan. These plans identify a 
specific area where a child may need a little extra support. This may be 
as part of a group or 1:1. These will be discussed with parents/carers. 

o Some children with will have an ISP. An ISP is put in place if a child 
needs additional support to manage their feelings or behaviour. ISP’s 
will be developed in collaboration with parents/carers and any external 
agencies supporting the child. 

o Some children will have an IEP that outlines their specific needs, targets 
and the support they will receive in order to make progress with their 
education.  IEPs will be developed in collaboration with parents/carers 
and any other external agencies that are involved with the child such as 
the Early Years SEND team, Health Visiting team, Speech and 
Language. IEP's are written with specific targets aimed to close the gap 
in particular skills such as speech, communication, physical skills where 
a delay has been identified.  

• Interventions:  
o York Road Nursery School offers a range of interventions to support 

children with SEND, including:  
▪ Small group work 
▪ One-to-one support 
▪ Attention Bucket 
▪ Sensory Circuits 
▪ Sensory Play and Exploration 
▪ Communication, speech and Language development 

interventions 
• External Agencies:  

o The school works in partnership with a range of external agencies to 
provide specialist support for children with SEND, including:  

▪ Speech and language therapists 
▪ Educational psychologists 
▪ Occupational therapists 



▪ Physiotherapists 
▪ Social workers 

8. Inclusion 

York Road Nursery School is committed to ensuring that all children with SEND are 
fully included in all aspects of school life. This includes: 

• Access to the full curriculum and a highly differentiated curriculum for children 
who benefit from this 

• Participation in extracurricular activities 
• Opportunities to socialise with their peers 
• Involvement in decision-making processes 
• Quiet, distraction free area to use to support attention and concentration 
• Access to a sensory room and the garden room  

9. Partnership with Parents/Carers 

York Road Nursery School recognises that parents/carers are key partners in 
supporting their child's learning. The school is committed to: 

• Keeping parents/carers fully informed about their child's progress. 
• Involving parents/carers in all stages of the assessment, planning, and review 

process. 
• Providing parents/carers with information and support. 
• Responding to parents'/carers' concerns in a timely and effective manner. 

10. Training and Development 

York Road Nursery School is committed to providing all staff with the training and 
development they need to meet the needs of children with SEND. This includes: 

• Induction training for new staff 
• Ongoing professional development opportunities 
• Specialist training on specific SEND topics 

11. Monitoring and Evaluation 

The effectiveness of this policy will be regularly monitored and evaluated through: 

• Analysis of children's progress and attainment data 
• Observations of teaching and learning 
• Feedback from parents/carers, staff, and children 
• Review of ISPs and IEP's 
• External reviews 

The findings of the monitoring and evaluation process will be used to inform future 
policy development and practice. 

 



12. Complaints Procedure 

Any complaints relating to SEND provision will be dealt with in accordance with the 
school's complaints policy, which is available on the school website. 

13. Accessibility 

York Road Nursery School is committed to providing an accessible environment for all 
children, staff, and visitors.  Our accessibility report is available on the school's 
website. This includes: 

• Physical accessibility 
• Communication accessibility 
• Curriculum accessibility 

14. Changes to this policy 
 

The school reserves the right to review or update this policy whenever necessary to 
ensure it remains accurate, relevant and aligned with current legislation, guidance and 
best practice or as a result of feedback from stakeholders.  While every effort will be 
made to review the policy at the stated revision date, circumstance may arise that 
require earlier updates. 
 

 

 

 

 


