History: Hitchin's only Maintained Nursery,
York Road was designed to be at the heart
of the community. It was built in 1942 as a
place to nurture and care for the children
of women working in the war effort at
Ransoms Munitions factory. Newspapers at
the time describe its innovative design,
windows and outdoor spaces to allow the
children light and air. Successive
headteachers have continued in this spirit
of progress: training childcare practitioners,
expanding the garden, embracing the
‘HighScope’ approach to give children
autonomy over their learning, intfroducing
wraparound childcare, a children’s centre,
mindfulness, forest school, pre-school and
Acorn SEND provision. York Road is always
moving forward.
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Our staff are key:

Well-trained staff, passionate about their
work to give children the best possible start
is key to York Road. Our style of teaching is
inclusive, child centred and mainly child
initiated, active, explorative, promoting
curiosity, uses natural, open-ended
resources whenever possible and uses our
amazing outdoor space to maximize
learning. We focus our adult lead teaching
on skills in each subject in the Early Years
curriculum. Children’s own ‘Exploring Time'
is designed to give experiences to
consolidate learning through play.

Our pedagogical influences draw in part (but
not exclusively) from some of the great minds in
Early Education. Here is an overview of just a
few:

Friedrich Froebel (1782 -1852) Was the first
person to arficulate a comprehensive
theory on how children learn and give
detailed instructions for putting it into
practice. His philosophy of education was
founded on the importance of the garden
and included notions of mutual respect.
Froebel voiced the idea that children should
be allowed to be children, enjoying life
without concern for what comes next.
Froebel also encouraged teachers to ‘begin
where the learner is’, not rote learning to
encourage self-expression through play.
Froebel came to see play as fundamental
to children’s development, the most spiritual
or highest form of activity in which humans
(not just children) engage. He also believed
that parents should be closely involved in
their children’s development and
education. He was passionate about the
interconnectedness of life, beauty and
knowledge. These three forms (as he called
them) were connected to aspects of
kindergarten provision and included sensory
and first-hand experience, nature, music
and the arts and maths.

At York Road, we start from where the
children are and build on their
development, fascinations and learning.
Much of our curriculum is taught through the
environment outside and in.

Jean Piaget, (born 1896), Swiss
developmental psychologist. He made a
systematic study of how children learn. He
broke child development into stages. By
2yrs Piaget believed, children have already
been through a stage of ‘functional play’ -
they’'ve explored with their senses,
understood different sizes, had some
experience of what prevents them falling,
etc. They are then ready to ‘construct’ a
mental model of the world. He saw
children not as passive creatures, waiting
for someone to fill their heads with
knowledge, but as active, discovery
learners. He developed theories on
assessment and thought the best way to
understand children’s reasoning was to see
things from their point of view.

At York Road we get down to children’s
level to talk and teach through active
exploratory learning.

Maslow (1943) - American psychologist
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At York Road, physical care, child protection,
personal, social and emotional wellbeing form
the foundation for self-actualisation and
learning.




Lev Vygotsky (1978) Russian psychologist.
He focused on the value of play and said
that the development of language and
thought go together and that the origin of
reasoning is fo do with our ability to
communicate with others. Vygotsky argues
that children learn through social
interactions, building knowledge by
learning from more knowledgeable others
both peers and adults.

At York Road staff are there
fo assist, model and
‘scaffold’ to enable

a child to progress.

Loris Malaguzzi (ltalian, 1920 -1994)
Founded the philosophy behind Reggio
Emilia nurseries, drawing on the work of
Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky and Erikson.
Reggio Emilia schools have a distinctive
style and approach. The key principles
include:

All children have potential

Children are connected (fo their family
community, society, objects, symbols)

The reciprocity of children (they not only
want to receive, but to give)

Children are communicators

The environment is the third teacher
Educators are partners, nurfurers, guides and
researchers

Documentation for communlcohon

Parents are partners
Education is about
asking questions

We have adopted many of
these principles at York Road.

Other people whose ideas we embrace
through reading and fraining are:

Anna Ephgrave - Planning in the moment
Alistair Bryce-Clegg — Continuous Provision
Julian Grenier -the new EYFS

Andy Instone - Resilience Reaps Rewards
Lydnsey Hellyn and Stephanie Bennett. -
Curiosity Approach

Cathy Nutbrown - Inclusion, children’s voice,

mutual respect
Ella Flautau — Forest school
Dr Neelam Taneja PhD - Mindfulness

Core readers for our staff:

¢ Extended Background to Pedagogy
document (York Road)

e Working with the revised EYFS:
Principles into Practice — Julian
Grenier 2020

e Confinuous Provision in the Early
Years — Alistair Bryce Clegg (ABC),
Featherstone 2013

e The Ato Z of the Curiosity Approach
- Lydnsey Hellyn and Stephanie
Bennett, 2017

¢ Mindfulness a practical guide to
Finding Peace in a Frantic World
Mark Williams, Piatkus, 2011.

Blogs, apps and Facebook pages. Other
reading available through Google Scholar.

Children leave York Road as curious, kind
and resilient small people carrying the seeds
of a love of life-long learning.

Pedagogy at York Road

A brief Summary of our values and
influences for teaching and learning

=

Pedagogy = the techniques and
strategies we use to educate and help
children develop.

York Road
Nursery School
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This leaflet is intended to be read by
parents, Governors, visitors, York Road
Nursery, Preschool and Wraparound
staff.




