
Nursery Core Books – Nursery 3-4 year olds 
 

Term  Book Brief description Teaching Skills  Vocabulary 

Autumn 

Term 

The Three 

Little Pigs 

Traditional story 

about pigs, den 

building and 

bravery. 

Literacy Reading: 

- Begin to understand concepts about print. How books 

work, turning pages one at a time, page sequencing 

Pictures and text recognition 

- Love of a good story, enjoyment of books 

- Care of and respect for books 

- Different ways a story can be presented eg. book, role 

play, video, sound story, with props 

- Make comments about favourite, well-known books. 

Repeat words and phrases from the story 

- Have the ability to listen to others and the confidence to 

speak 

EAD 

- Develop play around books with props. Role play story with 

props. Outside play with sticks, straw and bricks 

- Begin to take on a role in their play 

- Introduce den building 

Numbers 1-3, brick 

big/small, weak/strong 

house/home, build, 

happily ever after, 

once upon a time 

next, then, moving away 

leaving home, construction 

strong, safe, create, 

repetition, test 

pot/hot 

Going on a 

Bear Hunt 

Despite all the 

difficulties 

everyone kept on 

trying to find the 

bear. 

Reading: 

- Build on knowledge of aspects of sound: 

Rhythms (different patterns in sound). Rhythm of a story, 

poetry (Also EAD) 

- Meeting the author - Michael Rosen video 

- Links to Phase 1 phonics for environmental sounds and 

using voice to make sounds 

- Acting out stories 

- Introduce story settings 

PSED: 

- Emotions of stories, bravery and empathy 

Long/short/through/over/ 

under, wet/dry, cold/hot,  

thick/thin, author 

illustrator, title, book cover,  

forest school, body parts, 

lonely, adventure 

fearful/frightful, 

squelch 

 



- Talk about emotions using words like happy, sad, angry 

worried. Use of signs for feelings 

PD: 

- To copy an adults movements 

Whatever 

Next 

Little Bear 

pretends - using a 

cardboard box and 

other props he 

flies to the moon 

and back. 

Reading: 

- Know names of different parts of book 

- Understand that print has meaning  

EAD: 

- Model making 

- Using their imagination in role play   

UW: 

- Link to rockets and firework night/Diwali 

- Link to space and finding out more in non-fiction books 

Dark/light, baby, 

rocket, space, moon, 

far, create/build 

Attach, Loose parts, 

imagination, celebration 

exploding, backward counting,  

drama/acting, nocturnal 

It’s Okay 

to be 

Different 

Inclusivity, 

celebrating 

individuality. 

Reading: 

- Looking at illustrations 

- PSED/British Values:  

Introducing ethos of acceptance, tolerance and celebration 

of our own individuality 

- link to Black History Month 

skin colours, able/disabled 

difference, similarity, 

okay, small medium large 

extra-large, accepting 

Spring 

term 1 

My Cat 

Likes to 

Hide in 

Boxes 

Exploring the 

whole world & a 

variety of boxes 

‘my cat’ found the 

best box for 

hiding. 

Reading: 

- Page sequence 

- Phonics link to rhyming, spot them and suggest rhymes 

UW: 

- People (cats) of the world, nationalities, countries and 

languages, learning about countries 

Countries, maps, rhyme, 

flags, language, talent 

 

 

Spring 

term 1 

The Three 

Billy Goats 

Gruff 

The goats had a go 

at crossing the 

bridge even though 

they knew it was a 

bit scary. 

Reading: 

- Extended conversations about stories, story endings 

- Story structure 

Maths: 

Alliteration, bridge, goat,  

positional language, 

seasons, meadow, beginning 

middle, end, change, 

more/less  



- Splitting amount in different ways, understanding the 

total remains the same 

PSED:  

- Being brave to achieve goals 

- Being willing to have a go 

 

Spring 

term 2 

The Very 

Hungry 

Caterpillar 

The caterpillar 

knew he had to eat 

lots of food to get 

big, and spin a 

cocoon (actually, 

it’s a chrysalis) so 

he can change. 

Reading: 

- Clapping syllables 

- Non-fiction books 

- Print can have different purposes 

- Learning to keep mind and body healthy 

Maths:  

- Counting with accuracy 

- One more 

UW: 

- Life cycles, sequencing 

- Butterflies, minibeasts 

- Healthy eating 

Healthy eating, egg, 

caterpillar, 

butterfly, life cycle, 

symmetry, chrysalis, numbers 

to 5, days of the week 

 

Spring 

term 2 

How Big is 

a Million? 

 

 

A small penguin’s 

quest to find a 

million of 

something. 

Maths: 

- Thinking about really, big numbers 

- Counting and estimating 

UW:  

- Cold climates, opposites, south pole, habitats, birds 

Million/thousand/hundred, 

estimate, count 

 

Summer 

term 

Rosie’s 

Walk 

Rosie wasn’t 

distracted by 

anything on her 

walk and kept 

concentrating 

despite Mr Fox. 

Reading: 

- Reading pictures 

- Reading English from left to right, top to bottom 

- Positional language 

UW: 

- Routes 

Positional language, food 

chain, determined, 

perseveres, concentrate 

 

 Why Do 

We Need 

Bees? 

Non-fiction, lift 

the flap book, all 

about bees and 

Reading: 

- Non-fiction for information 

- Asking questions and introducing punctuation 

Habitat, minibeast/insect, 

pollination/pollen, parts of 

the bee, nectar, beekeeper, 



 their importance 

to our 

environment. 

- Lift the flap…. Does this make reading fun? 

UW:  

- All about the environment and minibeasts (revisited) 

- Bee project link 

honey, project, sting, 

flowers, conservation, 

environment 

 Please 

Help 

Planet 

Earth 

Non-fiction book 

about caring for 

our planet. 

Reading:  

-Non-fiction 

-Check list of things we can do to help the planet 

UW: 

- Link to eco council 

- Building on knowledge from Bee book 

Environment, caring, planet, 

saving, protecting, humans, in 

danger, plastics, rubbish, 

recycling 

 Handa’s 

Surprise 

The animals all 

chose cheeky ways 

to take Handa’s 

fruit from the 

basket. 

Reading:  

- Plot twists and surprise endings 

- Re-reading books for pleasure 

- Initial sounds in names of animals 

Maths: 

- Taking away, 1 less 

UW:  

- Learning about Africa, animals and fruit 

Types of fruit, African 

animals, setting, subtracting, 

accident, surprise, 

full/empty, visiting, balance 

 

Key: 

EAD – Expressive Art and Design 

UW – Understanding the World 

PSED – Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

 

 

 


