
Preschool Core Books – 2-3 year olds 
 

Term  

 

Book Brief description Vocabulary Skills Taught, progressing throughout the 

year 

Autumn 

Term 

That’s Not My 

Puppy 

(other That’s Not 

My books) 

That’s Not My books allow 

children to give reasons why the 

character can’t be theirs. 

Puppy, parts of body Reading: 
Begin to be exposed to good quality books. 

Sharing them with adults. 

 

Props and action books. 

 

Able to look at books independently, 

responding to pictures. 

 

Have favourite stories and books. 

 

Experience a widening range of vocabulary. 

 

Pay attention and begin to respond to 

pictures and words. 

 

Begin to point to pictures, talk about them 

using simple words.  

Learn about care of books.  

 

Extend experience of stories. 

 

Explore pop-up and simple non-fiction books. 

Begin to understand simple concepts about 

print. Turning pages perhaps several at a 

time, cover, back, not to read it upside down! 

 

 

Dear Zoo The little boy asks for a pet from 

the zoo but he has his own ideas 

about why he can’t keep them. 

Names of zoo animals. 

Descriptive words: tall, 

scary, cheeky.  

Spring 

Term  

  

The Enormous 

Turnip 

Despite all the difficulties 

everyone kept on trying to harvest 

the turnip 

Family names, pull, farm, 

vegetables, turnip, animals 

Gingerbread Man Lots of hungry characters chase a 

tasty gingerbread man. 

“run, run as fast as you can” 

Names of characters, baking, 

ingredients.  

10 Little 

Dinosaurs  

Counting to 10 rhyme. Numbers 1-10 

Summer 

term 

Brown Bear 

Eric Carle 

Introduces children to colours and 

animals through a rhythmic 

repetition. 

Colours, animals 

Guess How Much 

I Love You 

Nutbrown Hare and Little 

Nutbrown Hare exploring the 

emotion of the love for each 

other.  

Hare, nut brown, love, 

language of size and distance. 

All year 

round 

Which Food Will 

You Choose?  

Similar to “You Choose” this book 

is a simple version. Great for 

language building and 

independence. 

Food names 

Choose, choice, favourite, 

like, dislike, healthy. 



Usborne Nursery 

Rhymes Book 

Simple nursery rhymes Learning and reciting rhymes  

 


